JESUS tHe CHRIST 01/30/14
A Move by Move and Event by Event Account of The Life of Christ

(Arranged chronologically)

# | The move of Jesus Place Matthew | Mark Luke John
00b | Birth of Jesus Bethlehem 02:01-21
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SCRIPTURE LISTING

Luke 2:1-21

'And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be taxed.
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2(And this taxing was first made when Cyrenius was governor of Syria.)
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3And all went to be taxed, every one into his own city.
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“And Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the city of David, which is
called Bethlehem; (because he was of the house and lineage of David:)
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>To be taxed with Mary his espoused wife, being great with child.
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®And so it was, that, while they were there, the days were accomplished that she should be delivered.
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’And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger;
because there was no room for them in the inn.
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8And there were in the same country shepherds abiding in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night.
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°And, lo, the angel of the Lord came upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone round about them: and they
were sore afraid.




Luke 2:1-21
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¥And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all

people.
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YEor unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
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2And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger.”
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BAnd suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and saying,
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% Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.”
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And it came to pass, as the angels were gone away from them into heaven, the shepherds said one to another,
Let us now go even unto Bethlehem, and see this thing which is come to pass, which the Lord hath made known
unto us.
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®And they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.
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YAnd when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them concerning this child.
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8And all they that heard it wondered at those things which were told them by the shepherds.
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But Mary kept all these things, and pondered them in her heart.
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2And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things that they had heard and seen, as it

was told unto them.
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ZIAnd when eight days were accomplished for the circumcising of the child, his name was called JESUS, which
was so named of the angel before he was conceived in the womb.
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CONNECTION

Six months have slipped by and we find Joseph and Mary arriving in Bethlehem of Judea. They left
Nazareth in a southeasterly direction and crossed the Jordan somewhere north of the Samaritan border, be-
cause a devout Jew would not so much as set his foot upon Samaritan soil, where lived his half brothers of
polluted blood.

From this point they moved south and recrossed the Jordan near Jericho, entering Bethlehem by way
of Jerusalem. Because it had become necessary for Jews to assemble at Bethlehem at this time upon the
demand of Augustus, the Inn (caravansary) had become crowded long before the arrival of Joseph and Mary,
and there was no room left for them.

We must not confuse this hostelryz #with our great modern hotels, for it was merely a corralz #in
which the pack animals of travelers were kept overnight. There was a shed for shelter over the end of this
corral where the traveler might wrap himself in his own blanket for the night, and where he might prepare his
own meals since there was no buffet service offered by the inn-keeper.

Merely because we are told that Jesus was cradled in a mangers [ 1% need not indicate the necessity
of a stables, 5+. This word is not found in the text. The manger was a stone trough from which the pack
animals fed, and there is one such trough built into the altar in a cryptsx#» = % in the Church of the Nativity in
Bethlehem, claimed by many of the devout to be the identical one in which Jesus was cradled.

A field below the city -- a mile or more away-- is pointed out as the place where shepherds kept watch
over their flocks the night Jesus was born, and more interest is lent to the place because the field once be-
longed to Boaz and Ruth; and here Samuel anointed David king of Israel, while he was shepherding his father's
flock. Beyond peradventure« i: here is where the shepherds heard the music of the angelic hosts and from
whence they were directed to seek Jesus in the corral of Bethlehem's inn.

Again only Luke gives any details in connection with the birth of Jesus.

DISCUSSION

The world has known many important events, many "red letter days," many happenings which have
changed the trend of affairs for years to come; but nothing can ever compare in importance with the birth of
our Lord Jesus Christ, and its far-reaching effects involving both heaven and earth. This event of the ages had
been long predetermined in the council chambers of Heaven, for it was planned "before the foundation of the
world."(1 Pet. 1:20) On that first Christmas day, over nineteen hundred years ago, when God sent forth His
Son into the world to be our Saviour, to provide eternal redemption for the human race, it was not an
afterthoughtz « g2, something forced upon Him by the crisis in which He found Himself when man failed
and rebelled against Him. No, the incarnation of the Spirit of God, in Jesus Christ, the "sublime 3 = stoop*s i
i of the Godhead," (Col. 2:9) was in the mind and heart of the Eternal before the beginning of the ages—
"His own purpose in Christ Jesus before the world began" (2 Tim. 1:9). Jesus said to His disciples: "The things



concerning Me have an end" (Lk. 22:37); there is a purpose in them. He came into the world with an express
purpose: to give "His life a ransom for many." (Mt. 20:28; Mk. 10:45)

It was planned “Before the foundation of the world”

1 Peter Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these
1:20 last times for you,
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The “sublime stoop of the Godhead”

Colossians For in him dwelleth all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.
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“His own purpose in Christ Jesus before the world began”

2 Timothy Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not according to our works, but

1.9 according to his own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began,
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[Move #48] “The things concerning Me have an end”

Luke For | say unto you, that this that is written must yet be accomplished in me, And he was

22:37 reckoned among the transgressors (isaiah 53:12): for the things concerning me have an end.
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To give “His life a ransom for many”

Matthew 20:28 Mark 10:45

Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered For even the Son of man came not to be ministered

unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for | unto, but to minister, and to give his life a ransom for

many. many.
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A man is not a father because he has sons; he desires sons because he is a father. The father heart of
God yearned for "many sons" (Heb. 2:10) to share his nature and return His love, and so His only begotten One,
the Son of His love, left the bosom of the Father and the glories of heaven, for a hostile world, knowing that
He was to be a "Lamb slain"(Rev. 13:8); He left the form of God, although it was not robbery for Him to be
equal with God, for He was God; and took another form, in the likeness of our sinful flesh, humbling Himself in
order that He might carry out His Father's purpose and lift man out of the depths to which he had fallen, back
into the light and liberty of the children of God. (Phil. 2:6-8)

“many sons”
Hebrews For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons
2:10 unto glory, to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
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"Lamb slain"
Revelation And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names are not written in the book
13:8 of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.
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..it was not robbery for Him to be equal with God...

Philippians 2:6-8

®Who, being in the form of God, thought it not robbery to be equal with God:
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’But made himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness

of men:
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8And being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, and became obedient unto death, even the death

of the cross.
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A far different motive was the incentive for that first Christmas, than that which apparently possesses
men today. "For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he
became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich." (2 Cor. 8:9) He became poor to enrich us! How
tragically true that the season purportedly(supposedy) set aside to commemoratex: 4 His appearance among men
has been lowered to the level of out-and-out (complete; tota)) commercialism! How much of the sacred and
blessed meaning of Christmas has been lost beneath a covering of tinsel, glittering baubles | =%, twinkling
lights and the giving and receiving of presents, with the Gift of divine grace, the "unspeakable Gift" (2 Cor.
9:15) of God in the person of our Lord, thrust farther and farther into the background!

“...that ye through His poverty might be rich...”

2 Corinthians | For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, though he was rich, yet for your sakes he

8:9 became poor, that ye through his poverty might be rich.
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The “unspeakable Gift”of God

2 Corinthians | Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.
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Let us further examine the great eternal purpose underlying this tremendously significant event.
"When the fulness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law" (Gal.
4:4). God the Father had a set time for the coming of His Son in human flesh. From the initial promise of a
coming Messiah, in Genesis 3:15, throughout the centuries His purpose moved steadily forward. The race
through which He was to come was prophesied (Shemitic, Gen. 9:26); the nation (descendant of Abraham,
Gen. 12:3; 18:18); the tribe (Judah, Gen. 49:10; Micah 5:2); the family (House of David, Isa. 9:7; Jer. 23:5); the
birthplace (Bethlehem, Micah 5:2); the mother (a virgin, Isa. 7:14).

God had a set time for the coming of His Son

Galatians But when the fulhess of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
4:4 under the law,
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The initial promise of a coming Messiah

Genesis And | will put enmity between thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it
3:15 shall bruise thy head, and thou shalt bruise his heel.”
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The race through which He was to come (Shemitic)

Genesis
9:26 xR
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And he (voan) said, Blessed be the LORD God of Shem; and Canaan shall be his servant.
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The nation (descendant of Abraham)

Genesis 12:3

Genesis 18:18

And | will bless them that bless thee, and curse him
that curseth thee: and in thee shall all families of the
earth be blessed.
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Seeing that Abraham shall surely become a great and
mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall be
blessed in him?
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The tribe (Judah)

Genesis 49:10

Micah 5:2

The sceptre shall not depart from Judah, nor a
lawgiver from between his feet, until Shiloh come;
and unto him shall the gathering of the people be.
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But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall
he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel;
whose goings forth have been from of old, from

everlasting.
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The family (House of David)

Isaiah 9:7

Jeremiah 23:5

Of the increase of his government and peace there
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, and upon
his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with
judgment and with justice from henceforth even for
ever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this.
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Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that | will
raise unto David a righteous Branch, and a King shall
reign and prosper, and shall execute judgment and
justice in the earth.
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The birthplace (Bethlehem)

Micah But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of
5:2 thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been
from of old, from everlasting.
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The Mother (a virgin
Isaiah Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son,
7:14 and shall call his name Immanuel.
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Then one day it came to pass! "The Word was made flesh and dwelt among us," (Jn. 1:14) John wrote.
And as if in confirmation, Paul writes to Timothy, "Without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God

was manifest in the flesh."

(1 Tim. 3:16) Striding down the corridors of time, from one eternity to another, we

see the Lord of glory (1 Cor. 2:8; Jame 2:1): Son of God and Son of Man; the alpha and omega (Rev. 1:8,11;




21:6; 22:13); the dayspring from on high (Lk. 1:78), the glorious Sun of righteousness with healing in His wings
(Mal. 4:2); the Lamb slain, the Lion of Judah (Rev. 5:5), coming to break every chain and give us the victory
again and again; the Creator of all worlds, from Whose presence the heavens fled away (Rev. 20:11), made
Himself of no reputation (Phil. 2:6); appointed heir of all things (Heb. 1:2), He had not where to lay His head
(Mt. 8:20; Lk. 9:58); the brightness of God's glory (Heb. 1:3), but made in the likeness of sinful flesh (Rom. 8:3);
the express image of God's person, but His face was more marred than any man's (Isa. 52:14); upholding all
things by the Word of His power, He laid aside His glory and became . ... a little Babe, the "weakness of God."

(1 Cor. 1:25) Eternal paradox: God became a baby!

Then one day it came to pass — God was manifest in the flesh

John wrote...

Paul wrote to Timothy...

John 1:14

1 Timothy 3:16

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us,

(and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only
begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
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And without controversy great is the mystery of
godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, justified in
the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles,
believed on in the world, received up into glory.
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The Lord of glory

1 Corinthians 2:8

James 2:1

Which none of the princes of this world knew: for had
they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord

of glory.
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My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of persons.
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The Alpha & Omega

Revelation 1:8

Revelation 1:11

Revelation 21:6 Revelation 22:13

| am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the
ending, saith the Lord,
which is, and which was,
and which is to come, the
Almighty.
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Saying, | am Alpha and
Omega, the first and the
last: and, What thou
seest, write in a book,
and send it unto the
seven churches which are
in Asia; unto Ephesus,
and unto Smyrna, and
unto Pergamos, and unto
Thyatira, and unto Sardis,
and unto Philadelphia,
and unto Laodicea.
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And he said unto me, It is
done. | am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning
and the end. | will give
unto him that is athirst of
the fountain of the water
of life freely.
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| am Alpha and Omega,
the beginning and the
end, the first and the last.
EAE N I R E S
CIE I N A S
I I W I s I
12 ¥

N F 4 N F ¥

e
W ek

T e
55
\(‘

S CRS

>~ 3.




The dayspring from on high

Luke
1:78

Through the tender mercy of our God; whereby the dayspring from on high hath visited us,
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The Sun of righteousness

Malachi But unto you that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his wings;
4:2 and ye shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.
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The Lion of Judah
Revelation And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root
5:5 of David, hath prevailed to open the book, and to loose the seven seals thereof.
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The Creator of all worlds, from Whose presence the heavens fled away

Revelation
20:11

And | saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the
heaven fled away; and there was found no place for them.
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Appointed heir of all things

Hebrews
1:2

Hath in these last days spoken unto us by his Son, whom he hath appointed heir of all things,
by whom also he made the worlds;
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He had not where to lay his head

Matthew 8:20

Luke 9:58

And Jesus saith unto him, The foxes have holes, and | And Jesus said unto him, Foxes have holes, and birds
the birds of the air have nests; but the Son of man | of the air have nests; but the Son of man hath not

hath not where to lay his head. where to lay his head.
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The brightness of His glory, the express image of His person

Hebrews
1:3

Who being the brightness of his glory, and the express image of his person, and upholding all

things by the word of his power, when he had by himself purged our sins, sat down on the

right hand of the Majesty on high:
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in the likeness of sinful flesh

Romans
8:3

For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through the flesh, God sending his own Son
in the likeness of sinful flesh, and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:
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His face was more marred than any man’s

Isaiah
52:14

As many were astonied at thee; his visage was so marred more than any man, and his form
more than the sons of men:

Wi AW e (R AR BFEFE B DG ot w4 BB A F
IR




The weakness of God

1 Corin. Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men; and the weakness of God is stronger than
1:25 men. 7l # g & X 4 I E S Ao g 35 4 X 3 o

Oh could | speak the matchless worth,
Oh could I sound the glories forth
Which in my Saviour shine!

The coming of the Son was God's last word to man: "God hath in these last days spoken unto us by His
Son" (Heb. 1:2). All heaven must have been stirred and the angels of God hushed as they prepared to send
forth the beloved One on His mission to earth; but only the Father-heart of God knew the depths of what was
before Him. "None of the ransomed ever knew how deep were the waters crossed," (Hymn: “The Ninety and Nice” by
Elizabeth Clephane) NOF did the angels of heaven who sang His glory above the Judean plains where shepherds kept
their watch by night.

It is significant that the glorious announcement of His advent fell first upon the ears of common people
at their humble daily task, typical of those who afterward "received Him gladly." (Lk. 8:40) And the sign given
the shepherds was that they should find Him "wrapped in swaddling clothes and lying in a manger. For there
was no room for them in the inn." (Lk. 2:12, 7) No room for Him whose baby Hand held the destiny of worlds!
So it is today in the hearts of men. Born in poverty, reared in obscurityz =:+, He enriched all mankind. "For
your sakes He became poor." (2 Cor. 8:9) Too often in our consideration of what is commonly called the
Christmas Story, we grasp only the beginning of the divine purpose. Many never see beyond the Babe of
Bethlehem, the manger and the lowing kine=+ =; and we must reverently but pointedly say that there is no
salvation in the cradle, no redemption in the stall. Christ was indeed "sent forth . .. made of a woman," (Gal.
4:4) but here is only a comma: we must go farther—"to redeem them that are under the law, that we might
receive the adoption of sons." (4:5)

“received Him gladly”
Luke And it came to pass, that, when Jesus was returned, the people gladly received him: for they
8:40 were all waiting for him.
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“wrapped in swaddling clothes...” “For there was no room for them in the inn”
Luke 2And this shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in
2:12,7 a manger.”
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’And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and laid him

in a manger; because there was no room for them in the inn.
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Christ was indeed “sent forth...made of a woman” to “redeem ....that we might receive the adoption of sons”

Galatians *But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made
4:4-5 under the law,
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>To redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.
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Christmas is incomplete without Calvary. The birth was in order to the Cross, and the resurrection.
While gazing enraptured = # at Bethlehem bright star, one must bear in mind the darkness of Golgotha, and
beyond that the dazzling glory of the Easter morn.

“And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for He shall save his people from
their sins." (Mt. 1:21)

Matthew And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name JESUS: for he shall save his people
1:21 from their sins.”
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MEDITATION

“He became poor, that ye through His poverty might be rich." (2 Cor. 8:9) The very nature of God is set
forth: it tells of gracious love, and love ever gives to others in distress. What greater need is there than man's
need of a Saviour? What greater helplessness than that of man in his inability to save himself? This was the
opportunity love sought and found, and Bethlehem and Calvary, inseparably connected, was the result. "Oh
the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are his judgments, and
his ways past finding out!" (Rom. 11:33)

Romans O the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! how unsearchable are

11:33 his judgments, and his ways past finding out!
FAR PG ey B e @R a2 a e H g Rl R g P e H g F

With Caesar Augustus on a throne of imperial splendor and Cyrenius governing pretentiouslyx s z + in
Syria, the King of kings was born in epically(impressively great) humble circumstances—yet His glory surpasses all.

Rome's ruthless authority was matched by the honest patriotism of Joseph and Mary, who at personal
risk and costly inconvenience traveled eighty long, hard miles to obey the oppressor's law.

These shepherds were obedient to the heavenly vision (Acts 26:19); obeying it, they found its perfect
verification in the events at Bethlehem.

Acts Whereupon, O king Agrippa, | was not disobedient unto the heavenly vision.
26:19 LR G I T U TR A= B S SR B SIS S CIE i 3

No Christian who has found Christ will lose time in telling others, like the shepherds who made their
thrilling experiences "known abroad." (Lk. 2:17)

Luke And when they had seen it, they made known abroad the saying which was told them
2:17 concerning this child.
TR F R RGP R HE G EBE

The words "unto you" in vs. 11 should stand out in letters of gold. Jesus is not a general Saviour,
connected in some distant way with my life. No! True, the angel told the shepherds the tidings were for all
people," but specifically the little baby was born for each of these simple shepherds. And Jesus was born for
me, lived for me, died for me, rose for me, ascended for me, and now lives to make intercession for me. The
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greatest event of all time, the coming of the great God in human flesh, into His own world, was an event
specially for me. Ah yes, the Lord is my Shepherd. How satisfying! Jesus is mine, all mine, and | am His. Can
we each say, "l am His, all His"?

“unto you”- Jesus was born for me...

Luke ®And the angel said unto them, “Fear not: for, behold, | bring you good tidings of great joy,
2:10-11 which shall be to all people.
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Y“For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord.
I k- T L - T O N

‘From the Greek:| "Room" in vs. 7 is the same word as "place" in Eph. 4:27. The enemy says, "Give no

place to Jesus", but God says the opposite. It must be one or the other. Which?

Luke 2:7 Ephesians 4:27

And she brought forth her firstborn son, and wrapped | Neither give place to the devil.
him in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger; P T %R ORF B
because there was no room for them in the inn.
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STUDY

Who was Caesar Augustus? Why could the Roman emperor tell the people in Palestine what they must
do? Do you believe the prophet made it perfectly clear that the Messiah must be born in Bethlehem? How
would you explain (Mt. 2:6) that Jesus shall "rule my people Israel" How would you prove that the fifth
chapter of Micah is meant to describe the birth and reign of the Messiah? Do you suppose Joseph and Mary
went to Bethlehem because they knew their coming child must be born there? Would they have gone at that
time if Augustus had not demanded that they go? Do you think, then, that some kind of holy influence was
responsible for Augustus' "decree"? If so, why do you suppose God chose this unusual method to bring this
great event to Bethlehem? Does the fact, "there was no room in the inn" have any spiritual significance? Does
the word "manger" indicate there must have been a stable? (Look up khan # # or caravansary.) Why do you
suppose an angel announced the birth of Jesus to the shepherds rather than anyone else? Do you think the
accompanying "heavenly host" were also angels? Did these first seekers for Jesus find Him? In finding Jesus
does it always follow that one "glorifies and praises God"? May the shepherds have rejoiced because they
found what these messengers had told them, or was it because they had discovered the Messiah? Could they
have found Jesus but failed to see the Christ? Was He just another baby to them, or was He more? Do you
think there was any physical distinction, in their estimation, between Him and a baby in one of their own
homes? Did Mary understand the meaning of all these things? Do you think she believed her baby was the

Christ, the promised Messiah?

Matthew 2:6 Micah 5:2
And thou Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little
least among the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he
come a Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose
Boxow o @m gl oo B Bl 2 B Y X 3| goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
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Thoughts to Ponder

(Selected Quotes from the Lesson)

“The father heart of God yearned for ‘many sons’ (Heb. 2:10) to share his nature and return His love,
and so His only begotten One, the Son of His love, left the bosom of the Father and the glories of
heaven, for a hostile world, knowing that He was to be a ‘Lamb slain’ (Rev. 13:8);” (page4)

“He left the form of God, although it was not robbery for Him to be equal with God, for He was God;
and took another form, in the likeness of our sinful flesh, humbling Himself in order that He might carry
out His Father's purpose and lift man out of the depths to which he had fallen, back into the light and
liberty of the children of God. (Phil. 2:6-8)” (page 4)

“..the Lion of Judah (Rev. 5:5), coming to break every chain and give us the victory again and again;”
(page 7)

“...but only the Father-heart of God knew the depths of what was before Him.” (page 9)

“Christmas is incomplete without Calvary. The birth was in order to the Cross, and the resurrection.
While gazing enraptured;=# at Bethlehem bright star, one must bear in mind the darkness of Golgotha,
and beyond that the dazzling glory of the Easter morn.” (page 10)

“What greater need is there than man's need of a Saviour? What greater helplessness than that of
man in his inability to save himself?” (page 10)

“With Caesar Augustus on a throne of imperial splendor and Cyrenius governing pretentiouslyx s # + in
Syria, the King of kings was born in epically(mpressively greaty humble circumstances—yet His glory

surpasses all.”

“Ah yes, the Lord is my Shepherd. How satisfying! Jesus is mine, all mine, and | am His. Can we each
say, ‘l am His, all His"?” (page 11)
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REVIEW

Questions Answers
1. Where was Jesus born? Bethlehem
2. How far is Bethlehem from Nazareth? 80 miles

. Why did Joseph and Mary go to Bethlehem at this time?

Upon the demand of Augustus to be taxed in his own city.

. Do you suppose it entered their minds the Messiah

should be born in Bethlehem, as predicted by the
prophets?

While we can never know for sure what is in someone’s mind, |
believe the answer to the question could be “yes”. Mary was steeped
in Scripture, as is evidenced by her expressions given in the
Magnificat (Lu 1:46-55). She was therefore undoubtedly familiar with
Micah’s prophecy concerning where Christ would be born (Micah
5:2). So, when circumstances caused them to have to travel to
Bethlehem, as the Child’s birth drew near, she could well have seen
this turn of events as another confirmation that the Child she was
carrying was the Messiah. (from Bro. John Munsinger 9/12/13)

. Which gospel writer relates the story of Jesus' birth?

Luke

. Does he tell us Jesus was born in a stable?

No

. Why do you suppose there was no room in the inn for

them?

Because it had become necessary for Jews to assemble at Bethlehem
at this time upon the demand of Augustus, the Inn had become
crowded.

8.

Who were the first to be informed of Jesus' birth?

The shepherds

9.

Who brought the message?

The angel of the Lord

10. What announcement was made? A Saviour is born
11. Who joined the angel in praising God? The heavenly host
12. What did the shepherds decide to do? Go to Bethlehem to find the Baby
13. Did they find the Babe where they had been directed Yes
to go?
14. What sign did they have to identify Him? A baby wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a manger
15. Did they make known what they had heard and seen? Yes
16. How did the people receive their story? People wondered at those things
17. Do you think the town was a stir about the event? No
18. Were the shepherds enthusiastic over what they had Yes
seen?
19. What occurred when the Baby was eight days old? He was circumcised
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Answers

Separation to the Lord

He will save His people from their sins

Questions

20. What was the meaning of circumcision?

21. Why was He named Jesus?
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